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Legislative Position Statement 

Why does Texas need its state parks? 

 State Parks are a reservoir of Texas’ natural, historic, and 
cultural heritage. 

 State Parks provide affordable, accessible recreation 
across Texas. 

 State Parks are economic engines for neighboring 
communities, generating revenue and jobs. 

 State Parks are an important link in the outdoor 
education of our youth and provide physical and mental 
health benefits for all Texans. 

Texans for State Parks believes that any budget reductions for State 
Parks should be in a fair and equal manner compared to other 
Agencies.   

We are asking the State Legislature take into consideration the 
impact of proposed staff reductions as well transfers or closures of 
parks on the local economy of the Parks in question.  

 Texans for State Parks continues to support the use of the 
income from the sporting goods sales tax as a means of 
funding state and local parks in accordance with HB12 
passed in the 80th Legislative session. 

 Decisions regarding the possible closing of park sites 
should include the local economic impact of the site. 

 We ask that public meetings be held between Legislative 
Officials, Representatives from State Parks, and the local 
Officials in the areas where Parks would be affected. 

 We ask for the reinstatement of the Entrepreneurial Rider 
(formerly Rider 27) so TPWD may utilize all funds 
generated by the agency.  

 We would like for the purchasing rules involving 
purchases for resale to be revised so that state park 
enterprises may be operated in a business-like manner.  

 Restore Capital Authority.  This will require no additional 
funds, but is critical in order to continue funding for projects 
funded with bond money, grants and in-kind payment such as 
volunteer efforts.  

 


